600      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From General Birney to General Butler
PBIVATB.   PITTBBTJBG, PA.., April 23rd, 1865
GENEEAL: A few days since, I forwarded you a request to aid in getting me relieved from duty with Gen. Ord. As the General has been relieved, the reason for my request fails, and I wish to withdraw it. My earnest desire is to resume command of the 2nd Division, 25th Corps, a command for which I was selected by you and which I have not failed to deserve. In the hurry of the campaign, and just after negotiations with Lee had begun, I was assigned to the command of a "separate division," which consisted of the ports of City Point, Fort Powhatan, and Wilson's Landing. This order was a studied insult, as Gen. Ord had no control over City Point, and the force at the two other points named were under command of Gen. Carr, who was not relieved, and who is my senior in rank. Of course, I had no command at all!! My division had been intended for Theodore Read, a Lt. Col. lately brevetted Brigadier, but not assigned to duty as of his brevet rank. Read had had no experience except in the Adj.'s department and as staff officer. But Head was killed, and my division was turned over to Lt. Col. Jackson, the Inspector lately brevetted Brigadier, but also not assigned. Jackson has never had command of infantry to my knowledge, but stood well as Inspector, his only fault being getting very drunk at frequent intervals.
My removal was due to the same cause that had led to the removal of Foster, Heckman, Shepley, Harris, and Wild, to the sequestration of Ludlow, to the innumerable changes in Provost Marshal staff officers of every grade and department, and the attempts to displace Maj. Gen. Weitzel. After you left, it was understood that to be a "Butler man" was to be doomed, and that term included every man who had too much generosity not to kick a lion supposed to be dead. Gen. Weitzel's chief Quartermaster and Chief Commissary, both excellent officers, were summarily removed, without notice to the General or consultation with him. My removal was-deferred, as it was understood that my hold on officers and men was a good one, and pains were taken to lull my suspicions by complimentary speeches, praises of my division, etc. A few days before the 27th ult., one of Gen. Ord's staff officers took occasion to repeat what General Ord had said, that "whoever else might be removed, General Birney would